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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back!

A big hello from me, Mrs Wilson and Mrs Hussein, Year 4 teaching assistant! Year 4 have settled in well to their new classroom and new routines. I have enjoyed getting to know them, again, over these past few weeks. I hope they continue to work hard and do their best. 

English
In English, we have been learing all about  the great explorer, Ernest Shackleton. We have been reading Shackleton’s journey and have started our writing to entertain 

In reading, we have been reading ‘Queen of Darkness’ by Tony Bradman. This fiction text is based on the real life story of Boudica, queen of the Iceni tribe in England, during Roman times. 
.                        
  [image: A book cover with a circular pattern

Description automatically generated]                    [image: A poster of a person riding a chariot

Description automatically generated]

You may like to listen to ‘The Queen of Darkness’ on youtube. It is read chapter by chapter by Mr Pettett.

Next half term, we will be reading…
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Maths
In maths, we are looking at place value to 10,000. We have been looking at the value of numbers and rounding. Next, we will be learning about addition and subtraction within 10,000 and then moving onto multiplication and division.

You may like to log onto TTRocktars to become fluent with your times tables as this will be very important for the Multiplication Check, later in the year. 

Curriculum Theme
In theme lessons, we have been learning about the Romans. There are lots of different activities you could try out at home, which are listed on the knowledge organiser. You could research about Roman Britain, design a shield or create a painting of a Roman soldier. 
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Other subjects at a glance:
RE- We are looking at how other religions express joy and respect.
Science – Animals including humans
Music – We are working with the music teacher every Tuesday morning. 
PD- Health and well-being
Computing- collaborating with others online.
PE- gymnastics and ball skills

Useful websites

www.hightersheath.excelsiormat.org
www.ttrockstars.com
www.topmarks.co.uk
Important Dates for this term

Romans workshop: Friday 27th September 

Final Notices!

PE day is Tuesday and Friday. Please enure that your child has their PE kit in school on those days. Earrings are to be removed or not to be worn on PE days and long hair needs to be tied back.

Homework – every Friday, home learning will be sent home. This will be a mixture of English and maths learning we have looked at this week. Reading books will be changed every Monday, so please ensure you have your books in school, ready to change. You may also like to log onto TTRockstars to earn certificates.

If you have any queries, concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to ask. Please phone the school office or email: enquiry@hightersheath.excelsiormat.org
  
I hope that this year will be an exciting, enriching and rewarding year for everybody in Year 4 and I very much hope that you will join us in helping to make this happen.

Best wishes and thank you in anticipation for your continued support,

Mrs Wilson and Mrs Hussein
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Key Vocabulary

amphitheatre - A place where Romans went to watch animals and
people fighting

aqueduct - A system of pipes and channels which brings clean water
into towns

barbarian - A violent person who lived outside the Roman Empire.
caldarium - Hot room in a bath-suite

camouflage - An aid designed to hide o disguise something
cavalry - Soldiers who fight on horseback

chariot - Cart with two wheels pulled by horses. Romans raced
chariots, and Celtic warriors rode into battle on them.

colosseum - Large open air theatre where people watched gladiators
fight and other shows and events including chariot racing.

cohort - Roman army unit

forum - Open space in the middle of a town for markets and meeting
people

frigidarium - Cold room in a bath-suite, normally a cold plunge pool
Gaul - The Roman name for what is now France, Belgium and Holland.
gladiator - A slave frained to fight other gladiators or animals in
amphitheatres.

hypocaust - Roman central heating - It works by hot air flowing
through gaps between walls and flooring

Latin - The language spoken and written by the Romans

legend - A story made up about people in the past.

legion - A military unit of 5000 men, recruited from Roman citizens
Londinium - The Roman name for London.

mausoleum - A building erected to house the dead.

mosaic - A pattern made from coloured pieces of stones and pottery.
myth - A made up story often about gods and spirits told to explain
the world.

pedagogue - A Roman slave who was trained as a teacher.
professional - A paid person trained fo do a special job

Roman - A person who lives in or comes from Rome.

Roman Governor -The ruler of Roman Britain, who worked for the
Roman Emperor.

senate - The Roman government, made up of senators.

senator - A person elected to be part of the government.

sewage - The dirty water and waste poured down sewers from drains
and toilets.

sewers - Pipes or tunnels that carry away sewage

slave - Someone sold to another person to work for them for free
stylus - Ametal pen for scratching words into wax or wooden tablets.
‘tax - Money or items given to the government.

tribe - A group of people who live in one part of a country and are
ruled by a chief.

underworld - A gloomy place where Romans believed your soul went
after you died.

villa - Alarge house in the country. Some villas were farmhouses and
some were like palaces.

Around 2000 years ago, the city of Rome was the
centre of a huge empire that stretched from
Scotland to Syri! At its most powerful, Rome ruled
more than 45 million people across Europe, North
Africa and Asia. Tts army was the most powerful in
the world, and as it conquered more land, Rome grew
from a town into an enormous capital. Ancient Rome.
was home to gleaming white marble temples, lavish
palaces and spectacular gladiator shows. With over
one million people living there, the city was also a
dirty and dangerous place, with a maze of side-
streets and slums.

e

Dear Parents,

Our next topic is the Romans. Please help your children to prepare for this
topic by helping them to learn some of the key words (in purple) and the
facts on this sheet.

There are some homework activities on the back of this sheet. Your child
can complete these at any time. Your child's teacher would love to see what
they have created.

A Roman Soldier

Thank you for your support.
Kind regards - Year 4

Javei

Shoulder
Pates

Roman Soldiers and the army *
ody
Roman soldiers had to be physically fit. They were expected to march up to 20 o

miles per day in line, wearing all their armour and carrying their food and tents.

Dagger

Roman soldiers were trained to fight well and to defend themselves. If the enemy
shot arrows at them, they would use their shields to surround their bodies and
protect themselves. This formation was known as 'the turtle’ or ‘Tortoise' - Why
do you think it was called this?

They fought with short swords, daggers for stabbing and a long spear for
throwing. They also carried a shield for protection as well as wearing armour.

Born 100BC
Died 448C

278C-14 AD
Augustus

37AD - 41 AD
Caligula

41AD - 54 AD
Claudius

98 AD - 117 AD
Trajan

161 AD - 180 AD
Marcus Aurelius

306 AD - 337 AD 475 AD - 476 AD
Constantine  Romulus Augustus

Julius Caesar
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